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Dear Reader,

This fourth year of Paw Prints, Washington-Caldwell’s literary arts magazine, 
continues with its first issue of the 2022-2023 school year. Students in sixth, seventh, 
and eighth grade have contributed pieces to this edition, but any students who attend 
Washington-Caldwell are welcome to submit their writing. They simply need to email 
them to me, Toby Thompson, at tthompson@washcald.com.

Students have written a wide variety of poems and prose for this edition. The poetry 
includes sonnets, haiku, tanka, tritina, free verse, and quatrains; in addition, to prose 
pieces. 

Please enjoy the art of these words.

Sincerely,

Toby Thompson
Publisher and Editor

mailto:tthompson@washcald.com


Jack-O-Lantern
Jack-o-lantern oh jack-o-lantern

how do you be tonight 
with the dark skies and kids 

everywhere.
Jack-o-lantern oh jack-o-lantern
are you fine with this Halloween 

night?   
                                                     

—Logan Myszewski

Falling leaves with an array of colors from 

red to yellow

Apple picking for delicious pies, and pies 

from pumpkins

Late evenings with jack-o-lanterns, and 

trick or treaters

Lots of sweets from chocolate bars to 

gummies
                                                           
—Logan Myszewski



Kindness

The act of making
People think more of 
themselves
For a little while.

—Annie Behling

Superhero
Standing tall and proud,
Coming in to save the day,
He will wow the crowd.

—Blake Berndt



Autumn

Calming cool air
Leaves yellow, red, and orange
Toasty hot cocoa by the fire
Orange, white, and yellow pumpkins 
Fresh apple cider donuts at the bakery
Hocus Pocus in sight

—Addi Hammiller



When the dust settles

And the battle is over,

Rest in peace those who have fallen.
—Blake Berndt

Light and Dark

The light and dark,
a mystery combo that
are opposites of one another.
One brings joy and happiness;
the other brings sadness and unhappiness.

—Emmett Rottmann



Steak is so amazing. 

The bones are not edible.

Eggs are good with steak,

And steak is busin.  

Keep eating steak.
 —Daxson Degraffenreid 

Air

Air feels refreshing

when you breathe in on Friday

when the week is over.

                                                               —Landyn Hammiller



Life 
You only get one,
probably spend it wisely,
a lot like money.

                                        
—Mason Thoen

The Mighty Bulldogs

Though they sound quite weak,
you think the bark will be bad,
you will feel the bite.

—Mike Ardis



Retrospect
Thinking back,

I knew I shouldn't have done that.
Why did I do that?

Why?
I should have been smart.

I know I'll be all night thinking about what happened.
Was it that hard to be responsible?

Thinking in retrospect,
I should have never done half  of  the things in my life.

I wish I could life in the present, 
and not always sob about the past.

—Marisol

 Apathetic
Everything around me is going by so fast.
When will I start to care again instead of  

just watching?
I'm excited for fall,

maybe I can be happy for something.
Wait.

What do you mean it's already summer?
Fall has already happened?

Oh.
I guess time really does fly by.

And I just chose not to pay attention,
or me just being  apathetic.

—Marisol

 Toxicity
I see how it is.

I thought you were on my side.
A real friend doesn't do that.

One day we are so close,
then the next you have some beef  with 

me.
Don't talk bad about about me,

then say someone else did.
Be a real friend.

Gosh,
I can't deal with the toxicity.

—Marisol



Sweater Weather
Finally,

the season to hide my flaws.
Big sweaters to cover my torso, 
sweatpants to cover my thighs.

I like this weather.
Soon I can be able to use a scarf  to 

cover the neck, 
in which seems too long to be normal,

or gloves for my hands,
in which I can cover hands that look 

chunky.
Did I mention I like sweater weather?

—Marisol

Amenity Bracelet
I love my bracelets that have been 
handcrafted from friends or family.

The reason for that is when feeling no 
one is there, 

my bracelet is.
My bracelet is small, 

meaningful,
beautiful,
and more.

My bracelet covers up the wrists I don't 
want to see,

I always want to see my bracelet instead.
I am happy with it until it breaks,

like my heart.
—Marisol

Blank Stare
I know we will never feel the way we did 

again.
That's okay though,

Maybe it was not meant to be.
Or maybe it was,

maybe I am just not good at that stuff.
Or is it because of  my looks,

height,
personality?

Wait, 
I'm staring at them.

Shoot.
Look away,
look away,
look away.

Wait.
What was I doing?

—Marisol



 Tonight 

If you knew 
what was 

going to happen to you, 
you wouldn’t go

to the park tonight. 
—Brook 

     Academic Nerves
One minute I am excited for school.

Next I am worrying about a test, 
a friend that wasn't being very friendly,

how I look that day,
and more.

Why do I care so much?
Why do I have so many feelings about a 

place where you just learn?
Maybe I should just stay home today.

Yeah, 
that is what I will do.

—Marisol



                Sudden Panic
Breath in,
and out.

In,
and out.

Keep repeating that over again.
I want to go home.

I feel dizzy.
Nevermind now I feel nauseous.

Here comes the throw up.
Oh man.

Okay I'm still shaking but I should get back to class.
I don't want to go back though.

I want to sit in the corner,
on my phone,
or better yet,

just say I'm sick and go home.
Home.
Yeah,

home it is.
—Marisol

Fall

Fall is here again
Leaves are falling slowly from trees
Wind blowing slowly.
                               —George Mangiaracina



Halloween

Halloween is just around 
the corner, 

so get your costumes 
ready and 

prepare for the cold, 
because Halloween is the 

best, and 
it never gets old.
      —Brook Henzig

Midnight Trance

              The sky is sinking into the darkness.
              The moon is slumbering;

the stars spread across the sky like a blanket of fairy 
lights.

              Dreams conquer my weary mind,
filling my head with tales of flying and talking animals. 

             —Emma Burke



Hunting Season
Weather turnin’ cold,
taking out your 243.
Camo and blaze orange 
lying on the floor.
That’s when you know
it’s hunting season.
              —Syd
       

Memories

Memories are a beautiful part of life.

They are what make you up as a 

person.

Whether a memory is good or bad,

it will always be with you

in the back of your mind,

forever

—Meadow



The Ocean

The ocean is so 
fascinating.
It has so many secrets
that no one knows,
The ocean is good
at keeping secrets.

—Alex



Magnificent Creatures
Horses— amazing,
beautiful, magnificent
creatures that we have.
      —Kathryn Burkholz

                            
                                  

Failing my class.

Am I going to be in trouble?

I won’t be able to do anything.

Letting my head get me set up.

Enough, I am going to tell my parents.

Dad yelled at me.

                                    —Sydney House



Slim jims are tasty

Little beef sticks with

Insane beef,but

Monster size is the best. They are

Jumbo delicious. You should

Ignore the other beef sticks because the

More the merrier.

 —Mason Stencel 

KEEP GOING 

I never give up. 
The difficulty in life’s

  not mandatory. 

           
                                —Daxson Degraffenreid 



Memories

Parts of our lives
 that make up who we are
and who we will be.

—Annie Behling

My forever guardian 
Opposite of me
Makes me do chores. 

   —Evan Armstrong

Just keep following your dreams,
Or, try to help other people with their dreams
Until they reach them.
Reach your goals and dreams with positivity.
Not with negativity; it wouldn't get you anywhere,
Even when you feel you'll never get there, you will eventually.
You're getting closer and closer everyday!
                                              —Lexi Landowski 



Apollo

There was once a god,
Apollo, who was forced to
become a mere man.

—Alex Lewandowski

Demeter

Once there was a goddess Demeter 
who could grow many trees of cedar.
She fell down the well 
she had laid to dwell
in The Well of Souls for rife meters.

—Alex Lewandowski



Storms

Storms once helped our ancestors.
Thunder strikes signaled storms.
Oya would summon cyclones and
Rudra would summon strong wind gusts.
Many of those harmed and helped humanity.

—Alex Lewandowski

Count Your Life 

Count your age 
by people, not ages. 
Count your life
by smiles, not tears.
          —Lexi Landowski



The Feeling 
Heading to the plate,
the feeling of that pressure
when it’s up to you. 

—Mike Ardis

Mashed Potatoes

Mashed potatoes

are better than 

any other potatoes.

They are 

creamy, 

soft, 

and warm.  

            —Brook



      Fallen Leaves

           Why do people celebrate when the leaves start to fall?
        We watch and smile as they lose their once euphoric lives.

          Sure, they are picturesque and beautiful, but
   nobody stops to think about how they have just fallen from their tree.

         Fallen leaves are very much like people,
you can be dying deep inside, but still look so beautiful;
           that's all anyone has ever cared about.

—Emma Burke

           Death

        Inevitable,
silent eternal slumber.
Peaceful yet painful. 
  —Emma Burke

More Than a Feeling

Music is more than a sound,
notes on paper, 
an instrument,
or a voice.
Music isn’t just something that you listen to,
it's something that you feel
in your heart, 
your mind,
your soul.
Music takes your emotions
and makes them into something 
creative—beautiful.

—Emma Burke



Halloween!
It’s that time of year
to spread the Halloween fear.
Children scream and cheer.
Some of them burst into tears
because it’s that time of year!
                      -Payton Ward

Summer’s End
       School starts again
 the air begins to get  cold—
       Summer is ending.
                                 —Jamie Hurley

                                           The Outer World                                         
                                                      Space could be known as                                                  
                                                      the outer plain of our world,                                               
                                                           but why bother that.                                                           
                                                                   —Logan Myszewski



 Rainy Day
          Droplets of water,
cold and wet, fall to the ground
      as gray clouds pass by.
                              —Jamie Hurley

Change
You can’t
change what’s 
going on around
you until you
start trying
to change
what’s going on
within you.

—Lexi Landowski



Friday night football games
Apple pie for dessert
Leaf piles in all the yards
Leaves falling down from trees 
 —Claire Novak 

Halloween 

Putting up decor, 
Sweep away the real cobwebs, 
to put up fake ones.  
 —Claire Novak 

Being the Shadow

Being a shadow of someone is like 
being a walking second place medal,

You are behind someone and you
have a desire to be like them.

                                           —Molly 



Darkness
Darkness is scary;
darkness should not be scary.
The place is like home. 

—AC

Space
We live in this world 
not knowing what is out there
Space, space, and much more. 
                                      —AC



Never Ending Roads All Lead Somewhere
Even these long, long 
roads  all lead to the same point
that everyone 
has in common with each one
 of us, possibilities.

—Ava Schreck

Difficult 
Life is difficult,
they say, Deal with it. I have.
It’s just difficult.

—Ava Schreck

Words
A never ending
 buzz in our heads. They cut like
 knives, with more meaning 
than you could imagine. Words,
they can affect a person.

—Ava Schreck



Craft
We craft our own love 
for creativity in 
 lives everyday.

—Ava Schreck

Lonely
   Sometimes you feel all
                alone and you just want to curl 
                    up in a ball and stay there forever and
                                     ever. Sometimes you want to go 
                                                     home and tell your parents 
                                        but they think you’re fine and 
                             you’ll live and it doesn’t matter 
                  but it does and it hurts like a 
       million knives stabbing at your heart.
 —Ava Schreck



Ego
Our egos either want to be right
 or liked I guess
 that explains some people 
in full spectrum of human likeness

—Ava Schreck

Fit In
When you try to fit in
 you end up being ignored,
 many have tried including 
myself,
 and I ended up more alone than 
ever.

—Ava Schreck

 Fall
I love when fall comes
and the leaves begin to change.
The air becomes crisp
and it starts to get colder.
That’s when I know fall is here.
      —Jamie Hurley



Choice

Success is a key.
Failure is when you don't try.
Never stop trying.
                        —Lexi Landowski

Just keep following your dreams,
Or, try to help other people with their dreams
Until they reach them.
Reach your goals and dreams with positivity.
Not with negativity; it wouldn't get you anywhere,
Even when you feel you'll never get there, you will 
eventually.
You're getting closer and closer everyday!
                                              —Lexi Landowski 



Halloween
It’s that time of year
to spread the Halloween fear.
Children scream and cheer.
Some of them burst into tears
because it’s that time of year!
                      -Payton Ward

Ocean
Blue and deep,
What creatures creep?
Our oceans are being ruined,
Full of gooey black dew and
Overfishing and pollution.
We need to find a solution



Halloween is a time of spook and fright for everyone,

Apples bobbing in water, or who knows what in the liquid

Long evenings of trick-or-treaters

Lovable, yet frightening enough to scare everyone

Open houses with all sorts of candy for those who dare enter

Witches on broomsticks, werewolves in the night, and zombies 

feasting 

Engulfing nights for those to get lost in

Ending nights every year of this special fright fest 

New days after sun rise, but memories that last a lifetime 

                                                                               —Logan Myszewski



Feel For You.
Respect you
Include you
Encourage you
Not use you
Deserve you
Stand by you
                   —Lexi Landowski

Smile

The way I see it, 
if you want others to smile,
smile as well.
                      —Lexi Landowski



Lonely
   Sometimes you feel all
                alone and you just want to curl 
                    up in a ball and stay there forever and
                                     ever. Sometimes you want to go 
                                                     home and tell your parents 
                                        but they think you’re fine and 
                             you’ll live and it doesn’t matter 
                  but it does and it hurts like a 
       million knives stabbing at your heart.
 —Ava Schreck



Choice

Success is a key.
Failure is when you don't try.
Never stop trying.
                        —Lexi Landowski



Difficult 
Life is difficult,
they say, Deal with it. I have.
It’s just difficult.

—Ava Schreck

Words
A never ending
 buzz in our heads. They cut like
 knives, with more meaning 
than you could imagine. Words,
they can affect a person.

—Ava Schreck



Challenge 
Sometimes you need challenges in your life
but life gets interrupted and your challenges
never come so when you are challenged
you either do your best or you give up
from the fact you’ve never faced anything
like it before. Take the chance and
do the challenge.

—Ava Schreck

Opinions
Opinions are like mountains
 they either build or erode
 can crumble at a single word
 or be strengthened by it. 

—Ava Schreck



Grades
Some people worry about them,
 others don't. They rise and fall
 through the years hoping to keep up
 and get through school 
they can help you into things and out. 

—Ava Schreck

Alone
When you feel
like you are accepted
all of a sudden
your insecurities 
tell you that you’re alone.
   —Ava Schreck



Moon's Tears
The moon cries
In the black of night.
It weeps for
the loss of day
and in the clear night 
tears like crystals
slide down its face 
turned into stars in 
dark outer space.
  —Ava Schreck

Loss of Stars
Stars shone bright
in the sky,
as if on display
for all to see, 
have been stolen 
by the light and 
have been replaced
by airplanes 
as fakes
and for this
we weep for
the loss of stars.
  —Ava Schreck


